JR. NATURALIST
Do you have what it takes to become a Wild Center Jr. Naturalist?
We think so! To become a Wild Center Jr. Naturalist all you need is some healthy
curiosity, a good dose of imagination, and a keen sense of observation.
Throughout the book you'll be asked to practice being a scientist and naturalist
through exploration, observation, engineering, creativity, and critical thinking.
Each week we'll release new pages for you to complete along with some helpful
videos from Wild Center naturalists. Every week there will be activities that require
real world observations which need to be completed outside.
Some tools that would be helpful to complete these challenges are:
Colored pencils, Crayons, Paint, and/or
Markers
Extra Paper
Magnifying glass or hand lens
Binoculars
A field guide
Mobile phone or tablet
A camera

CRAFT A CREATURE
Look for weekly prompts that help guide you as you invent your own unique
animal in the "Craft a Creature" sections.
Throughout the book your creature will become more complex as you decide what
they look like, where they live, and how they interact with the world.
At the end of the book, you'll be asked to complete a creative project about your
creature. It can be a story where your creature goes on a crazy adventure, a
drawing of them doing an activity, or a model of their habitat. Just present your
creature in a way that you find interesting!

JR. NATURALIST
How to become an official Wild Center Jr. Naturalist:
In order to receive your certificate and patch, and become an official Wild Center Jr.
Naturalist, please submit your Craft a Creature project, incorporating at least 6 of the
8 prompts.
Once you complete your project, take some pictures or a video of you reading or
explaining it. Ask a parent or guardian to submit your project and through the form on
our website so that we know where to send your official Jr. Naturalist patch and
certificate signed by a Wild Center animal!

Have you completed your book? Here's how to bind it:
You can bind your book yourself or put it in a folder with brads or a 3ring binder. You can bind each page after you've completed it, or do
them all at once at the end!

To bind it yourself you'll need:
3 five inch pieces of yarn, twine, or string OR 3 loose leaf binder rings
a hole punch OR scissors
binder hole reinforcement labels OR tape

Instructions:
1. If you're using tape instead of reinforcement labels, place
a small piece of tape over each of the 3 marked spots on
the left-hand side of each page. The piece of tape should
go past the edges of each circle. This is to prevent the
paper from ripping. Then punch a hole through each circle.
If you're using scissors, carefully cut a short X into each
circle.
2. If using binder hole reinforcement labels, stick one over
every hole.
3. Make sure your pages are in order, and then line up the
holes.
4. Thread one piece of yarn through each of the holes and
then tie them tightly or clip on your binder rings. If you are
adding to your book weekly, make sure the knot can be
undone.
5. When your book is complete, trim off any extra yarn.

