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CHallEngE aCCEPTEd
Climate change is global. 
So are we. Since launching 
our first Adirondack Youth 
Climate Summit 10 years ago, 
we’ve shared the template 
for these take-action-now 
sessions with dozens of other 
science centers, schools 
and governments around 
the world. In that time, Wild 
Center know-how has inspired 
summits not just around New 
York State, but across the 
country—and world. 

Better than inspiring summits, 
though, we’ve inspired 
thousands of students—not 
just awakening them to the 
challenges ahead, but also 
giving them the power, and 
confidence, to tackle them 
head-on.  

THE YoUTH ClIm
aTE PRogRam

 aT 10: M
ore places, m

ore students, m
ore im

pact.



EmPoWEREd bY THE WIld CEnTER:  

Summits—70 in all—have been held in 14 NYS  

communities, 12 states, and Finland, Germany, 

Liberia and Sri Lanka.

ToUCHIng lIvES:  

We reached 1,700 students in 2017-18 alone. 

SUmmITEERS In aCTIon:  

Just a few of the homegrown ideas students brought 

back to their own communities: Composting. 

Recycling. Gardening. Solar-powered recharging  

stations. Energy efficiency. Community events. 
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   THE WILD CENTER IS...
“REvolUTIonIzIng THE RolE   
  SCIEnCE CEnTERS PlaY In  
  THEIR CommUnITIES”
    - Frank niepold, national oceanic and atmospheric administration 
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We started the Youth Climate 
Program in 2009 because Zach 
Berger, then a student at Lake 
Placid High School, was seeking 
a way for Adirondack students 
to shape the local response to a 
looming climate crisis. 

As it turns out, youth every-
where are looking to use 
their voices. And even though 
the challenges facing the 
Adirondacks are different than 
the ones in New York City, Ohio 
or Sri Lanka, the students who 

“There hadn’t been a lot 
of times in my life when I 
felt someone would listen 
to me. When you’re young 
it’s hard to feel like you 
have a voice. and The Wild 
Center gave me a voice.” - 
Zach Berger

“These kids are ready to act 
now. They can see climate 
change happening in their 
communities, and they learn 
to address it through these 
summits.”- Eliza Brenman,  
NYC Department of Education
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live in those places bring the 
same passion to overcoming 
them and working together on 
solutions. Our contribution is 
to equip organizations with the 
tools to help students rise.

Today, science centers, schools, 
zoos, aquariums and other 
community organizations are 
not only empowering students, 
but playing a pivotal role in 
developing local responses 
to a global issue. We’ve lent 
our voice to conversations led 
by states, countries and the 
United Nations.

“The Wild Center has 
helped shape the role 
educational institutions 
around the world play in 
facing climate change. 
That’s a big task for a 
small organization in rural 
new York State. but that’s 
exactly what it has done.” 
- Frank Niepold, NOAA
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THE Road aHEad
The science is clear: Climate change is real. It’s 
accelerating. And humans are the cause. So we have 
plenty of work to do. Many of the 30 Summits we’ve 
inspired will be held again this year, inspiring a whole 
new crop of students. And there’s more on tap:

Keep an eye out for new summits in new York City, the 
Hudson valley, maryland and massachusetts.

Youth Climate Summits are part of a year-round 
program that includes teacher climate education 
training and youth climate leadership retreats.

Students in new York are using their climate action 
plans to motivate local leaders to join the state’s 
Climate Smart Communities program, which 
encourages communities to pursue a resilient, low-
emission future. Four communities—Homer, lake 
Placid, Plattsburgh and Saranac lake—have already 
signed on due to youth involvement, and more are 
on the way. 
 

 

don’T 
WoRRY. 
gET To 
WoRK. 
Summits aren’t for the 
select few. Your community 
can sponsor one, too—and 
we want to help.  
 go to  
wildcenter.org/youth-climate-
summit-toolkit to get your own 
blueprint for organizing a 
successful summit, and learn 
how we tackle everything from 
raising the money to cover 
your costs to the social media 
plan that will let everybody 
know about your plan to 
change the world (and how 
awesomely it turned out). Ask 
us how we can help get one 
started in your community.
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The Wild Center is behind the thousands 
of students who have participated in Youth 
Climate Summits around the world.  

And you’re behind The Wild Center.  

Your support is vital to the success of this 
award-winning, international initiative. For 
more information on how you can help with 
this work, contact Hillarie logan-dechene 
at hlogan-dechene@wildcenter.org or 
518.359.7800 ext. 1103.

lIgHT THE SPaRK 

“oUR SUmmIT WoUldn’T ExIST WITHoUT THE WIld CEnTER. 
WHEn YoU SaY To SCHoolS, ‘WE WanT YoU To gIvE UP 
TImE To do THIS,’ IT Can bE HaRd. So KnoWIng THaT IT’S 
WoRKEd In oTHER PlaCES IS ImPoRTanT. and THE WIld 
CEnTER madE IT aS EaSY aS PoSSIblE To ImPlEmEnT.”  
– Becky Nellis, Columbus (Ohio) Zoo & Aquarium
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talking
TREES

For tens of thousands of years, humans 
have told stories while surrounded  
by the great outdoors. This gave 
PETE WYER, the composer of our 
iForest sound installation, an idea: 
“Wouldn’t it be magical if you could 
walk around the woods and have it 
tell you a story?” So Wyer reworked 
his symphony to include a pair of 
short stories he wrote. as visitors 
walk the quarter-mile loop, audio 
will follow them from speaker to 
speaker. “I hope it makes people 
feel a deeper connection with 
nature,” he says.
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at our most recent Sensory Friendly day, in april, 
beatrice galiley, 8, and her sister Charlotte, 5, work 
on watercolors. Supported by a grant from the landon 
Family Foundation, these day-long events drop the 
volume, dim the lights and thin the crowds. The next is 
Thursday, oct. 17. See p.23 for more info.
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Sensory 
SEnSIbIlITY

views



did you know that the 146-mile-long 
Raquette River runs right by The Wild 
Center? Consider this your reminder: on 
Saturdays in June and every day in July and 
august, we’ll lead a guided canoe trip on 
the Raquette (and paddleboard trips three 
times a week). more information: p.23.
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UP CREEK,  
WITH PaddlE

views



our Ways of Knowing experience will close its second 
summer with an excursion to the akwesasne International 
Powwow, seen here, on Cornwall Island, ontario, Canada, in 
September (members will have the first chance to register.) 
There is plenty more to experience before then, though: 
on July 6, participate in a day-long festival here featuring 
native dance, crafts and more, and on two evenings in 
July and august, join us at the Six nations Indian museum 
in onchiota for an evening of Haudenosaunee stories by 
firelight. more information: wildcenter.org/events or p.21.
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moREto know
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BIRDS OF PREY: Rowan, 
red-tailed hawk (Buteo 
jamaicensis); Vega, American 
kestrel (Falco sparverius)

DIETS: Both eat small 
mammals; kestrels also eat 
insects, reptiles, and small 
birds. (Hawks have been 
known to go after kestrels, 
too, so we don’t fly these two 
together.)

SIZE: A red-tailed hawk’s 
wingspan can grow to more 
than 4 ½ feet, while American 
kestrels, the smallest falcons 
in North America, only grow to 
half that. “Hawks are like the 
Mack trucks of the bird world. 
Kestrels are the Ferraris,” 
says Chelsie LaFountain, our 
program animal coordinator.

FIERCE PREDATORS OR 
CANARIES IN THE COAL MINE? 
Both, really. Birds of prey 
are a vital part of the food 
chain, keeping populations 
of rodents and other critters 
in check. But when humans 
alter the ecosystem, a domino 
effect often results. Kestrel 
populations, for instance, have 
been shrinking in the face of 
increased development.

Y’ALL COME BACK: The most 
common question Leah and 
Chelsie get: How do you get 
the bird to return? Short 
answer: Food. These hunting 
birds are conditioned to 
know they’ll be fed regularly, 
so they come back. But not 
always. “I joke that it’s at-will 
employment,” Leah says.

DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME: 
Unless you have a state-
issued falconry license, that 
is. In New York, apprentice 
falconers need to pass an 
exam, construct appropriate 
housing for their bird, and 
train under an experienced 
falconer.

BIRDBOX: Leah and Chelsie 
each caught their birds in the 
wild, using special traps. You 
need a permit to do this, or 
else you’ll violate the federal 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
This 1918 law that protected 
nearly 1,000 species, some of 
which were nearly eradicated 
by hunters seeking showy 
feathers.

CREaTURE FEaTURE
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Keeping a good 
thing going

When Min Keller talks about The 
Wild Center, you might get the 
feeling she works here.

It’s not just how she refers to 
it—“our Wild Center,” she calls 
it, sometimes—but the obvious 
pride she takes in talking about 
everything that happens here. 
Like iForest, and Wild Walk. 
“There isn’t a thing that I don’t 
like about it,” she says. The 
Hudson Valley resident has 
steered so many people to visit, 
in fact, that she just says, “Tell 
them Minnie Mouse sent you.” 
(That’s her nickname.)

Min is a one-woman cheerleading 
team, and she has no plans to 
stop: Min has provided for The 
Wild Center in her estate plan, 
ensuring that everything she 
loves here will be able to thrive 
long into the future.

“I don’t consider myself wealthy—
not by a darn sight,” Min said. 
“But The Wild Center is only 
going to continue for years and 

years if people support it with 
their dollars, and every dollar 
counts. That’s why they’re in my 
estate: As an example for others 
to follow.” 

The Wild Center, Min says, is 
the kind of place that brings the 
world’s wonders a little closer. “I 
think it’s time we all learned to 
stop and smell the roses,” says 
Min, who has been coming to 
the Adirondacks for more than 
50 years. “In this high-tech world 
that we’re in, people don’t do 
that enough.” 

Min and every donor who plans 
a legacy gift are members of the 
Linda Vaughan Society, named 
for a longtime Wild Center 
member who left a significant 
gift upon her passing. To learn 
more how you can provide for 
The Wild Center in your will or 
estate plan, contact us at  
518.359.7800. And tell us 
Minnie Mouse sent you.
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Carol Jackman loves conifers. 
She’s drawn to the sweet smell 
of balsam firs, the fact that not 
all of them are evergreens (some 
shed their needles annually), 
their ability to thrive in thin, poor 
soil—a resilience, she points out, 
that’s shared by Adirondackers 
themselves. 

And as a volunteer for The Wild 
Center since 2006, she shares 
her enthusiasm with our guests 
every week.

“People don’t even think about 
trees. They just wander around 
and see them,” says Carol, 
seated behind a sign that says 
“Converse about Conifers” and a 
table festooned with needles and 

branches. “It’s great to be able 
to teach people something new 
about something they’re totally 
familiar with.”

This is the 20th anniversary 
of The Wild Center’s volunteer 
program, which relies on 150 
dedicated nature lovers a year. 
Some, like Carol, volunteer often; 
others come just a few weeks a 
year. But each plays a vital role.

If you’re passionate about the 
wild, we have a spot for you. 
For more information, see the 
BELONG page at wildcenter.org, 
or contact Emma Congalton at 
econgalton@wildcenter.org or 
518.359.7800 ext. 1114.

SHaRE YoUR lovE



WHaT’S goIng on HERE?
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YOgI BERRA, THE NOTED 
BASEBALL SAgE, ONCE 
SAID, “YOU CAN OBSERVE 
A LOT BY wATCHINg.”  

We couldn’t agree more! 

Over the past few years, we’ve 
incorporated a practice known 
as Visual Thinking Strategies, or 
VTS for short, into a lot of our 
programs. Where a lot of scientific 
knowledge was perceived to 
involve memorization, VTS is 
about engagement—and proving 
that the most effective learning 
involves exploring and asking 
questions.  

“There are mysteries we 
come across everyday,” 
says Program Director Kerri 
Ziemann. “Sometimes we know 
the answers, but sometimes we 
don’t. If you’re stumped, you can 
use these three questions to 
gather information.” 

VTS is a great tool to help a 
curious child learn about the 
world! By encouraging them to 
slow down, observe and discuss, 
you can gather a lot of evidence 
about what you’re looking at—
evidence that you can verify later, 
with your favorite reference. 

Try It
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TRY IT USINg THESE 
THREE PICTURES! 

What’s going on in these photos? 
You might not know exactly 
what’s going on—but that’s OK. If 
you can identify a few clues and 
make some educated guesses 
about what those clues are telling 
you, you’ll start moving down the 
road to discovering more.

So ask yourself:  
what’s going on here?

Then, ask:  
what do you see that  
makes you say that?

Finally, look again and ask  
what more can you find?
which can provide additional or  
new evidence. 
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gather ’round, and we’ll tell you 
a story—of our latest favorite 
#wildcenter pic you posted on 
Instagram. User @christielee_
geiger shared this one, of a group 
of kids enraptured by naturalist 
Shannon Surdyk and her turtles.  
 
Four free passes and a gift 
from The wild Supply Co. are 
on their way! 

These pictures below made us 
warm and fuzzy, too. Copies  
of “a Wild Journey,” our 
photographic history,  go to  
these photogs (l to R):

@makennahaleyphotography
@valenza_ventures
@wanderingwagars
@cutlunchadventures

Insta-great

What’s in your camera? Show us! Tag your photos #wildcenter and post 
to your social media channel of choice. We’ll show some of our faves in 
the next issue.
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If you’ve ever encountered one 
of our fellows when you visit 
The Wild Center, you know what 
good teachers they are. In truth, 
though, our fellows are learning 
as much as you.

For the recent college graduates 
and near-grads who participate in 
our 10-month fellowship program, 
a stint at The Wild Center is a 
great introduction to a museum 
career. Every fellow interacts with 
guests, works with animals, and 
handles the behind-the-scenes 
work of planning programs and 
events.

“They really throw us in,” says 
Kali DeMarco, a Mechanicville, 
N.Y., native who has a special 
connection to The Wild Center: 

She was here the day we 
opened in 2006 and traces 
her passion for animal care 
and environmental law to that 
day. She was so bowled over 
by landing her fellowship that 
she promptly burst into tears on 
hearing the news—and when she 
told her father, so did he. “This 
is what 9-year-old me always 
dreamed of,” she says.

Your donations play a vital role 
in supporting this program, 
and training a new generation 
of museum professionals. For 
more information on supporting 
our fellowship and internship 
programs, please contact  
us at 518.359.7800 or  
info@wildcenter.org.

We knew      them when
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2019 Summer Events and Programs

museum access Film Screening
Tuesday, July 2 & August 13, 5-6:30 p.m. 
See The Wild Center featured on Museum Access, a half-hour public TV series 
on America’s top museums. Popcorn will be served!

Celebrating Ways of Knowing
Saturday, July 6, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Native voices come together in a day-long celebration of Native singers, craft 
making, storytelling, and more. Free for Members or with paid admission.

Joanne Shenandoah Performs in the great Hall
Saturday, July 6, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Joanne Tekaliwakhwa Shenandoah is a celebrated composer, singer, artist, 
actor, educator and peace advocate. A Grammy Award winner with more than 
40 music awards, she’s among America’s most critically acclaimed Native 
musicians. $

dinner Reception for linda vaughan Society members
Thursday, July 11, 5-7:30 p.m.
All donors who support us in their estate plans are members of the Linda 
Vaughan Society. Membership involves no dues or other obligations. 

Adirondack Invaders−Invasive Species Awareness
Friday, July 12, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
All-day activities to learn about invasive species and their impact.

Traditional Paddle making Workshop
Saturday, July 13 & August 3, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Caleb Davis teaches you to carve your own traditionally-shaped paddle using 
only hand tools. Limit 8. $

People and Carnivores Presentation
Saturday, July 13, 2 p.m.
Can humans coexist with carnivores? Lisa Upson highlights conflict prevention 
tools and practices being used in the West.

Campfire and legends at Six nations Indian museum
Saturday, July 13 & August 17, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Hear Haudenosaunee stories by firelight at the Six Nations Indian Museum in 
Onchiota, N.Y. $

The Wild Center’s Teacher Climate Institute
Monday-Thursday, July 15-18
Author Bill McKibben will keynote this hands-on exploration of best practices for 
teachers involved with climate change education. Space is limited; RSVP. $
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2019 Summer Events and Programs

Theater Performance of “Proof”
Tuesday, July 16, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Winner of a Pulitzer Prize and a Tony Award, “Proof” is a story of fathers, 
daughters and the nature of genius. Ticketing by the Adirondack Lakes 
Center for the Arts, (877) 752-7715. $

To the moon and beyond: Flashback to the ’60s
Saturday, July 20, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Come celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Apollo moon landing and dive 
into science of the ’60s. Free for Members or with paid admission.

adirondack Sky Festival
Sunday, July 21
The Wild Center joins the Adirondack Sky Center in launching this 
community-wide event Celebrating the Wilderness Above.

member Reception (members & guests)
Wednesday, July 24, 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Learn more about what makes The Wild Center so special while getting 
acquainted with our Fellows, Interns and Teen Educators. RSVP.

mushroom growing and Wild Edibles Workshop
Sunday, July 28 & August 25, 1-3 p.m. 
Garrett Kopp, founder of Birch Boys Chaga, hosts these interactive 
workshops on wild edibles and growing blue oyster mushrooms. Limit 12. $

lake Placid Sinfonietta 
Thursday, August 1: Dinner (optional) at 5:30 p.m., concert at 7:30 p.m.
The Big Wolf Great Hall fills with music performed by the Lake Placid 
Sinfonietta. Space is limited; RSVP early. $

atlas of breeding birds Presentation 
Saturday, August 3, 3 p.m.
Learn about recent changes to bird species distribution in New York State.

Summer afternoon and night landscapes Photo Tour 
Saturday, August 3, 3-11 p.m.
Photograph landscapes and dark skies with Carl Heilman as your guide. 
Includes a stop at the Adirondack Sky Center. Limit 8. $

See more details at wildcenter.org/events
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Forest bathing: Experience nature in a new Way
Saturday, Aug. 17, Sunday, Sept. 1 & Saturday, Oct. 12, 9-11:30 a.m. 
Open yourself to the sights, sounds, smells and textures of an Adirondack forest 
on a serene, 2 ½-hour walk in the woods. Limit 15. $

Akwesasne International Powwow−Bus Trip
Saturday, September 7, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Members have the first opportunity for this excursion to experience Native 
artisans, food, drummers and dancers on Cornwall Island, Ontario, Canada. $

Fall landscapes and Waterfalls Photo Tour 
Saturday, October 5, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Spend a day photographing in the west-central Adirondacks during the peak of 
fall color, with Carl Heilman as your guide. Limit 8. $

The Wild Center Homeschool day*
Wednesday, October 16, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Explore The Wild Center’s exhibits and trails, engage with hands-on activities, 
and get up-close with Adirondack wildlife. Please preregister.
 
Sensory Friendly day*
Thursday, October 17, 10 a.m. -3 p.m.
For a less stimulating environment, sounds will be turned down, attendance 
limited, and designated quiet spaces available. Please preregister. 

*The Wild Center’s Homeschool Day and Sensory Friendly Day are
sponsored by a generous grant from The Landon Family Foundation

WEEKlY EvEnTS
Friday mornings on Wild Walk
Fridays in July and August, 8-10 a.m.
Members and their guests can enjoy Wild Walk before it opens to the public.

guided Canoeing on the Raquette River 
Saturdays in June and twice daily in July & August, noon & 2 p.m. $

guided Stand-Up Paddleboarding on the Raquette River 
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays in July & August, 1 p.m. $

art in the Park
Monday mornings, July 15-August 19, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Explore the natural world through art, guided by Adirondack artists. $

Tours behind the Scenes
Tuesdays-Saturdays, May 28-October 12, 3-4 p.m.
Learn about the inner workings of The Wild Center on a tour of our green energy 
innovations, aquatic life support, and animal care. $

Fees apply where noted: $ 
many events have lImITEd SPaCE - please register early. 
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