
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adirondack Youth Climate Summit  
November 7 & 8, 2018 

Presenter Bios 

                                  PLENARY Sessions 

Plenary Session 1: Climate 101: What Do You Really Need to Know? 
Curt Stager – Professor, Paul Smith’s College 
Dr. Stager is a Professor of Natural Sciences at Paul Smith’s College, where he holds the 
Lussi-Draper Endowed Chair in Lake Ecology and Paleoecology.  He was named the New York State 
Professor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation in 2013, and was an expert reviewer for the last 
IPCC report on global climate change.  His research deals with climate change and environmental 
history as revealed by sediment cores from lakes in Africa and North America.  In addition to 
publishing in scientific journals like Science and Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
he has written extensively for general audiences in periodicals like National Geographic and the 
New York Times, and is co-host of the Natural Selections program on North country Public Radio. 
His book, "Deep Future", published in 2011, has been called a definitive work on global warming. 

 

Plenary Session 2: Finding Your Voice 
Lauren Gibson –Sea Grant Knauss Fellow, Office of Education at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration & Founder of Carmel Green Teen 
Micro-Grant Program  Lauren's passion for youth empowerment began in middle 
school when she first heard Dr. Jane Goodall speak about the power of young 
people. Within the next year, Lauren had founded a nonprofit called the Carmel 
Green Teen Micro-Grant Program. This by-youth, for-youth program provides 
students in central Indiana with the funding and mentorship they need to lead 
environmental projects of their own design. After passing the program onto the 
next group of incredible young leaders, Lauren left Indiana for Stanford, where 

she earned master's degree in environmental communication and a bachelor's degree in Earth systems. Whenever 
possible, she speaks publicly about young people’s ability to make a difference, giving talks alongside Dr. Jane Goodall 

 

http://www.curtstager.com/
http://www.paulsmiths.edu/
http://seagrant.noaa.gov/Knauss
http://www.noaa.gov/office-education
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.noaa.gov/
https://laurenmgibson.weebly.com/
https://laurenmgibson.weebly.com/


 

during several occasions. She currently works in NOAA’s Office of Education, where she supports the ocean agency’s 
congressional activities and youth engagement initiatives. 

Plenary Session 3:  Natural Allies: Turning to Nature for Solutions to Climate Change 
Gretchen Hooker – Program Manager, Biomimicry Institute 
Dorna Schroeter – Program Coordinator, PNW BOCES Center for Environmental Education 
Leah Valerio – Museum Curator, The Wild Center 

 
Gretchen Hooker is a program manager at the Biomimicry Institute where her 
work focuses on the development of resources and programs that serve the 
Institute’s educational outreach efforts. Major projects she has lead include, the 
AskNature Resources library, the Biomimicry Toolbox resource site, a design 
curriculum for high school, and the new Biomimicry Youth Design Challenge. 
Before joining the Institute, Gretchen served as the founding director of the 
Office for Sustainability at Montana State University and worked as a designer, 
writer, and co-curator for various sustainable design exhibits and publications. 
Gretchen is a certified Biomimicry Specialist and holds a master’s degree in 
Industrial Design from the Rhode Island School of Design. 
 

 
Dorna Schroeter has been the coordinator of PNW BOCES’ Center for Environmental 
Education since 1982. This program serves some 36,000 students in six counties each year. 
She is a member of the Biomimicry Institute’s International Leadership Team and an advisor 
to their Educator’s Network (BEN). She teaches a biomimicry program for grades 5-12, runs 
teacher trainings and has a written article about biomimicry for Green Teacher Magazine. 
Since 2002, her focus has been to integrate Education for Sustainability into the K-12 
curriculum. To that end, she has led many teacher workshops and offers a variety of K-12 
sustainability programs. 

 

Leah Valerio is responsible for the living collection 
of native Adirondack animals at The Wild Center. She and the animal care staff 
care for more than 60 animal species, including otters, porcupine, owls, 
ravens, snakes, turtles and trout. After becoming hooked on the outdoors and 
animals at an early age, Valerio earned a BS in biology from SUNY Geneseo, 
where she gained her first professional ornithology experience when she 
updated a bird checklist for a local nature park. After graduating, she worked 
at a Raptor Center in Ohio where she cared for and rehabilitated over 250 
birds of prey. Wanting to learn more about bird biology, she focused her 
graduate studies at Antioch University on migratory bird research, including 

bird branding, breeding bird surveys and teaching about birds. Since earning her MS in environmental biology she has 
held various positions in the field including bird keeper, park ranger and environmental educator. 
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https://biomimicry.org/
http://www.pnwboces.org/environmental
https://www.wildcenter.org/


 

 
 

WORKSHOP Sessions 

Workshops – Session 1: 10:30 – 12:00 pm 

Workshop 1:  Climate Justice: Local to Global 
Maayan Cohen, Afsana Akter, Hakim Evans, Aryaana Kahn – Alliance for Climate 
Education 
Maayan Cohen is the Director of Partnerships and Campaigns at the Alliance for 
Climate Education (ACE). Based in New York City, she develops, manages, and 
supports partnerships at all levels of the organization, and proudly represents ACE in 
climate organizing and movement building spaces.  Maayan leads ACE’s youth 
engagement efforts and the co-development of strategic initiatives with external 
partners, including campaigns and digital engagement. Maayan feels called to do this 
work because she sees climate change as the most urgent justice issue of our time, 
and believes wholeheartedly in the power of young people to lead positive change. 
She loves live music, playing soccer, practicing Capoeira, and finding adventures in 
the city and in the mountains! 

 

Hakim Evans resides in Queens, NY and has played an integral role in ACE as an action 

fellow since 2016. His passion for the environment stems from his previous advocacy for 

equitable public health infrastructure and the intersections between climate change 

and public health. Since joining ACE, Hakim has played a role in various activities that 

call attention to the climate crisis such as facilitating workshops and trainings, attending 

marches, and high level events such as the UN Paris Climate Change Agreement 

Ratification Ceremony and the Global Climate Action Summit. Hakim is currently a 

sophomore studying Economics at York College-City University of New York. 

 

 

Aryaana Khan currently resides in Queens, NY and has served as an Alliance for 

Climate Education (ACE) Fellow since 2016. She was born and raised in Bangladesh, a 

country submerged underwater every year as a result of climate change. Four years 

after moving to New York, she began doing climate advocacy work with various 

non-profit organizations, and eventually became involved with ACE by serving as the 

New York City Communications Fellow. Aryaana has been active in pressuring her state 

and local governments to take bold climate action. Recently, Aryaana traveled with 

ACE to San Francisco to participate in the Rise for Climate Jobs and Justice mobilization 

and to serve as a youth reporter at the Global Climate Action Summit (GCAS). She is 

also a member of ACE’s Youth Fundraising Advisory Board. She hopes to pursue a 

medical career someday in which she can mitigate the health impacts caused by larger 

issues such as environmental inequity and climate change. 
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http://acespace.org/
http://acespace.org/


 

Afsana Akter currently resides in Brooklyn, NY and has served as an Alliance for 

Climate Education (ACE) Fellow since 2013. Afsana has worked with ACE in many 

different capacities as a youth leader, from participating in leadership training 

opportunities, facilitating workshops at conferences, to writing powerful op-ed 

pieces, and representing the youth voice by speaking at press conferences, rallies, 

and other campaign events. Afsana graduated in May 2018 from Barnard College of 

Columbia University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmental Policy. During 

her time at Barnard, Afsana engaged in both climate justice activism and 

environmental research. She was the Secretary & Treasurer of Divest Barnard, a club 

advocating for Barnard to divest from fossil fuels while working to educate the 

broader community about climate justice issues. She was also a Student Researcher 

in Barnard’s Department of Environmental Science, focusing on drinking water 

contamination from arsenic in Bangladesh’s deep wells. 

 

 

Workshop 2:   Climate Impacts and Solutions around the Globe 
Michael Trumbower – School Programs Coordinator, The Wild Center  
As the School Programs Coordinator here at The Wild Center, it is my pleasure to work 
with students and teachers from all over the Northeast to ensure that they have the best 
experience possible and that they feel empowered as scientifically minded citizens.  I have 
been working in informal education for about 6 years, having TAed at the University of 
California, Riverside while getting my Masters in Climate and Environmental Change and 
most recently as an Outreach Educator at the New England Aquarium in Boston.  Despite 
having moved around quite a bit during my career I have always sought to learn more 
about our waterways (both fresh and salt) and to have fun! 

 

Workshop 3: Down to Earth: Cornell Conversations About…… Climate Change 
Podcasts  
Danielle Eiseman – Professor, Cornell Institute for Climate Smart Solutions 
Danielle Eiseman is the Program Manager and postdoctoral researcher for the 
Cornell Institute for Climate Smart Solutions and the Center for Conservation Social 
Sciences at Cornell University. Danielle has 5 years’ experience working in media, 
advertising, and public engagement, with a focus on messaging on sustainable and 
pro-environmental behaviors. She has developed coordinated messaging campaigns 
in Scotland, developed educational and promotional materials for the Scottish 
Government Climate Change Behavioral Research Group, and is currently 
researching how food can be used to enhance engagement and learning about 
climate change. Her Ph.D. is in Marketing from Heriot Watt University in Edinburgh, 
Scotland. Danielle also holds a Master's in Carbon Management from the University 
of Edinburgh, a Master's in Marketing and Economics from DePaul University, a 
Bachelor's in Chemistry from Miami University, and a degree in Culinary Arts from the Scottsdale Culinary Institute. 
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https://www.wildcenter.org/
https://www.wildcenter.org/
http://climateinstitute.cals.cornell.edu/


 

 
Workshop 4:  Be a Catalyst for Community Climate Action 
Dazzle Ekblad – Climate Policy Analyst, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Elise Pierson – Student, Lake Placid Central School 
Patrick Murphy – Executive Director, Saranac Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Dazzle Ekblad is a Climate Policy Analyst for the Office of Climate Change at the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). Originally from Minnesota, 
Dazzle works out of DEC’s central office in Albany. She holds an MS in Natural Resources 
Policy from SUNY ESF and an MPA from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University. In her 
current role at the DEC, Dazzle focuses on management of the Climate Smart 
Communities (CSC) program. Outside of work, you'll find Dazzle digging in the garden, 
cruising the streets on her electric bike, or scanning the sky for raptors. 

 

 

 

Elise Pierson is a junior at Lake Placid High School and has been involved with the 
Environmental Club as well as the Youth Climate Program for 3 years. She has played an 
integral role in organizing community engagement events, such as the Green Market 
and initiating conversations with her village board that ultimately led to Lake Placid 
becoming a Climate Smart Community. When Elise isn’t working on climate issues she 
can be found volunteering at the Adirondack Wildlife Refuge, playing soccer or skiing.  

 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Murphy, the former Community Engagement Coordinator at The Wild Center, 
recently started a new position as the Executive Director of the Saranac Lake Area 
Chamber of Commerce. In Saranac Lake, he works to improve the business community by 
focusing on promoting local businesses, serving the needs of the membership of the 
chamber, and convening people to create a constructive community dialog. His experience 
at The Wild Center, and as a Village Trustee for Saranac Lake, helps him to work towards a 
more sustainable and climate friendly community on the Saranac Lake Climate Smart 
Community Task Force.  
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https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
http://slareachamber.org/


 

Workshop 5: Getting Started on an Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
Susan E. Powers - Director, Institute for a Stable Environment at 
Clarkson University 
Jan E. DeWaters - Associate Professor, Coulter School of 
Engineering at Clarkson University 
Professors Powers and DeWaters work with students of all ages 
through classes and research to instill an understanding of the 
impacts that humans have on the environment and what we 
need to do to reduce those impacts. Their work focuses 
especially on energy systems. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Workshops - Session 2: 1:50 – 3:15 pm 

Workshop 1:   The Third Mode: Moving Communities Forward 
Jeff Olson – Architect, Planner, Alta Planning + Design 
Jeff Olson is an architect, planner, and author who has been involved in 
greenways, open space, active living, and alternative mobility projects for 
more than 25 years. He has had a diverse career with national, international, 
and local experience in the public, private, and non-profit sectors. He has 
worked on projects ranging from the Empire State Trail and Grand Canyon 
Greenway to co-owning the company that started CitiBikes - all while living 
in Saratoga Springs where he likes to bike, ski and enjoy the Adirondacks. 

 

 

 

 

Workshop 2:  Hip Hop Will Save the Planet 
Larry Montague – Paul Smith’s College Alumni, Fluent 
Larry Montague (Fluent) is a Hip Hop artist from Queensbury, NY. He attended SUNY 
Adirondack and Paul Smith's College and has been a part of five Adirondack Youth Climate 
Summits. He started writing and recording his own music when he was in middle school 
and now travels the country performing and leading his Hip Hop Will Save the Planet 
workshop. Larry now lives in Middlebury, VT, with his wife and daughter. 

 

 

 
 

6 

https://www.clarkson.edu/academics/ise
https://www.clarkson.edu/academics/ise
https://www.clarkson.edu/academics/engineering
https://www.clarkson.edu/academics/engineering
https://altaplanning.com/
http://fluentmusic.bandcamp.com/


 

Workshop 3:  Getting Things Done! Project Planning and Development Workshop  
Kate Glenn – Master’s of Science, Paul Smith's College 
Jessi McCarty – Student, Paul Smith’s College 
Ryan Novak – Student, Paul Smith’s College 
 
Katharine Glenn M.S. is an Instructor in the department of Environment and 

Society and Part-Time Sustainability Coordinator, at Paul Smith’s College. Kate 

has a MS in Environmental Education from Antioch New England and a BA 

from Green Mountain College. She been teaching at Paul Smith’s College for 

six years. In her role as Sustainability Coordinator she founded manages the 

Colleges Sustainability Grant Program and overseen the implementation 

several g2g reduction projects, including the installation of a district wood 

pellet heating system and the college's first on campus solar installation.  

Jessi McCarty  is majoring in natural resources conservation and management at Paul Smith's College. He is involved in a 

number of activities around campus including being a resident assistant in Lambert House, part of the Osgood Primitive 

skill and homesteading program. Also currently the president of the PSC Beekeeping Club, following his passion of 

beekeeping!  

Ryan Novak  is majoring in Natural Resource Conservation and Management at Paul Smith’s College, he established the 

Campus Conservation Corps. A program designed to engage Student Veterans with Students and their surrounding 

community to develop professional working relationships, learn leadership techniques, and giving back to create a 

sustainable culture of positive change/influence. Ryan spent his summer employed as a Range Technician, Wildland Fire, 

for the Bureau of Land Management. 

 
Workshop 4: Telling Our Climate Story 
Caroline Dodd - The Wild Center’s Youth Advisory Board, Cornell University 
Caroline Dodd is a senior studying Environmental and Sustainability Sciences and 

minoring in Music at Cornell University. She grew up in Saranac Lake, NY, and 

graduated from Saranac Lake High School in 2015. Caroline began working on 

environmental issues during the first Adirondack Youth Climate Summit, and has 

dedicated her work and education to climate activism and environmental policy. 

Her work has earned her the opportunities to attend the 2014 United Nations 

Climate Summit, the entry into force of the Paris Agreement in 2016, and 

discussions in preparation for COP24 with the permanent mission to the UN from 

the Kingdom of Tonga in Fall 2018. She also speaks and presents workshops at 

Youth Climate Summits throughout the Northeast, and serves as a member of the 

Youth Advisory Board. Caroline also enjoys Nordic skiing, music, ballet, paddling, 

running, hiking, and playing with her cat, Phoebe. 
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http://www.paulsmiths.edu/sustainability
https://www.cornell.edu/


 

 
Workshop 5:  The Edible Landscape 
Wynde Kate Reese – Holistic Nutritionist and Owner of Green Goddess Foods  
Wynde Kate grew up in Tupper Lake and left after high school to travel the world. Her 
adventures took her to places where the Standard American Diet was interrupting the 
Indigenous Diet in harmful ways. She was motivated to get a BS in Holistic Nutrition to help 
people to live healthier lives. Simultaneously, she was trained as a Permaculture Landscape 
Designer and ran Earth Roots Landscaping  for 15 years. In that time, she merged her 
knowledge of healthy eating with intentional landscape design to create sustainable 
landscapes that feed people spiritually, emotionally and physically. She is the co-owner of 
Green Goddess Foods in Lake Placid, a Natural Food Store, Deli, Cafe and Catering business 
where she also has a private practice as a Holistic Nutrition Counselor. When not helping 
people improve their health you can find her barefoot hiking in the high peaks, paddling 
her SUP, practicing yoga, skiing the Adirondack backcountry or rock climbing with her 
teenage son.  

 

 

Workshops - Session 3: 3:30 – 5:00 pm 

Workshop 1:   Our Time to Rise:  Building Leadership in Your Community 
Nicole Catania – Sunrise NYC Hub Coordinator, Sunrise Movement  
Originally from Florida, Nicole grew up on the forefront of climate change. She began 
volunteering for Sunrise New York in November 2017 and became Hub Coordinator in 
January 2018. With Sunrise, she has had the chance to speak with various politicians 
about climate change, including Governor Andrew Cuomo and Cynthia Nixon. She has 
partnered with Zero Hour NYC and Food & Water Watch to organize rallies and marches 
for climate action. Nicole also serves as the Communications Lead for Sunrise NYC. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Workshop 2:  Building Climate Resilience 
Erin Griffin – Climate & Communities Coordinator, The Wild Center 
Erin Griffin is the Climate & Communities Coordinator at The Wild Center. She works 
to empower students throughout New York State to take climate action and supports 
Youth Climate Summits in many locations. Erin has worked in the environmental 
education field for over 10 years throughout the United States, and is thrilled to be 
living and working back in the Adirondacks.  
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https://greengoddessfoods.com/
https://greengoddessfoods.com/
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/
https://www.wildcenter.org/


 

Workshop 3: Creating Change at the Intersection of Racial & Environmental 
Justice 
Amani Olugbala – Assistant Director of Programs, Soul Fire Farm 
Amani Olugbala, Assistant Director of Programs at Soul Fire Farm, is a storyteller 
and food justice advocate with over 15 years of experience in youth education and 
community outreach. Amani combines artistic expression, project-based learning 
and outdoor education tools to facilitate social justice based workshops and 
discussions with individuals, groups and organizations. Amani seeks to push 
communities to challenge presumed differences and work together in uncovering 
interlocked paths towards self determination and community liberation. Amani’s 
early work with the Natural Leaders, Brother Yusuf and the Youth Ed Venture 
Network, underscored the necessity of reintroduction to land as a source of healing 
and power for those of us who have been historically and systematically 
disconnected.  
 
 
 
 

Workshop 4:   Writing Op-Eds for Change 
Lauren Gibson – Sea Grant Knauss Fellow, Office of Education at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration & Founder of Carmel 
Green Teen Micro-Grant Program  
In middle school, Lauren wanted to blend in with the crowd at all costs. But 
when she learned about the impacts climate change was having on the 
people and animals she loved, she realized she needed to stand out to stand 
up for her cause. Join Lauren as she walks through her path from shy middle 
schooler to nonprofit founder and environmental leader. Along the way, we 
hope you’ll gather up some inspiration and insight into the power of 
environmental action—both on communities and on individuals—and walk 
away thinking a little deeper about your own role as a climate leader. 

 
 
 
 
 
Workshop 5:  Make a Bigger Impact – Handling Challenges of Civic Engagement 
Larry Kraft –  iMatter Core Team, iMatter 
Maddie Adkins –  iMatter Core Team, iMatter 
 
Five years ago Larry left a successful high-tech career to focus on climate change. He 
believes that young people both deserve to be heard as it is their future that is being 
impacted, and can have a huge impact on addressing the crisis. His motivation can 
best be summed up by a conversation with his then 9-year old daughter, who when 
learning about climate change, said ... "well Daddy, let's just stop it." He's also an ice 
cream fanatic. 
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Maddie Adkins grew up knowing the climate crisis was a major issue, so she never 
understood why there wasn't more action being taken to stop climate change and 
struggled with what she could do to tackle such a big issue. When Maddie was 17, 
she joined iMatter and discovered she could make a difference through policy. She 
worked with her mayor and city council on a climate change resolution, and has since 
given speeches at schools and universities to educate young people about climate 
change and their power as citizens. Maddie's work at iMatter now consists of helping 
more young people discover who they are, take local action, and get their stories into 
the world. 
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