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Adirondack Youth Climate Summit 
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Day One November 7th 

From Global to Local 
7:45 – 9:00 am Registration at The Wild Center 

8:00 – 8:45 am Breakfast at The Wild Center 

9:00 – 9:15 am Welcome & Opening Remarks – Flammer Theater 
Student Summit Planning Team – The Wild Center’s Youth Climate Program 
Jen Kretser – Director of Programs, The Wild Center 
 

9:15 – 10:15 am Plenary Session 1:  Climate 101: What Do You Really Need to Know? 
Room: Flammer Theater 
Curt Stager – Professor, Paul Smith’s College    
You're eager to help spread the word about climate change, but are you sure you have the science straight? 
Here's a quick reminder of some of the basic "hot topics" that you'll need to "know cold" and be able to 
present in clear and creative ways, so you are properly empowered in your climate outreach. Audience – All 

10:15 – 10:30 am Break – Great Hall  

10:30 – 12:00 pm Concurrent Workshops Session 1 
Participants will choose ONE of the breakout sessions outlined below. 
 

Workshop 1: Climate Justice:  Local to Global 
Room: Flammer Theater 
Maayan Cohen – Director of Partnerships and Campaigns, Alliance for Education 
Afsana Akter, Hakim Evans, Aryaana Kahn– Fellows, Alliance for Education 
Join us for this dynamic workshop that combines hands-on activities with powerful youth video stories that 
guide participants’ exploration of the intersections between climate change and other social justice issues 
affecting their lives and communities. At its core, climate change is a justice issue -- intergenerationally, 
globally, nationally and on the community level. Participants will become familiar with the term “climate 
justice” and more comfortable discussing the justice implications of climate change in their local 
communities, across the country, and at the global scale. With a deeper understanding of climate justice, 
participants will leave the workshop ready to take action and lead climate change solutions with greater 
motivation, compassion, and effectiveness. Audience – All 
 

Workshop 2:  Climate Impacts and Solutions around the Globe 
Room: Planet Adirondack 
Michael Trumbower – School Programs Coordinator, The Wild Center 
Bring climate change data to life with The Wild Center’s Science on a Sphere. In this workshop we 
will view and explore the diverse impacts of climate change using this dynamic technology. 
Participants will get hands-on with a suite of additional NOAA web-assets to learn from case studies 
about how communities are addressing climate impacts through resiliency. Audience – All  
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Workshop 3:  Down to Earth: Cornell Conversations About…… Climate Change Podcasts 
Room: Naturalist Cabinet  
Danielle Eiseman – Professor, Cornell Institute for Climate Smart Solutions 
In this workshop we will introduce the Down to Earth podcast, the reasoning behind why we chose 
to do a podcast about climate change and what we hope to achieve in terms of engaging with the 
community on climate action and resilience. We will also go over the process of designing the 
podcast, episode planning, and communicating with audiences about climate change. During this 
session we will also capture audio clips from participants about what they hope to achieve after the 
summit, what actions they plan to take forward and the future they would like to see. We will use 
these clips to create an episode about the summit. Additionally, each participant will be given a 
guide to creating their own podcast, they will go through an episode planning guide and if they so 
choose they can schedule a recording session with us to publish at a later date. Audience – All 

 
Workshop 4: Be a Catalyst for Community Climate Action 
Room: Wild Supply Co. 
Dazzle Ekblad – Climate Policy Analyst, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation 
Elise Pierson – Student, Lake Placid Central School  
Patrick Murphy – Executive Director, Saranac Lake Area Chamber of Commerce 
Would you like to be a catalyst for positive change across your whole community? Have you ever wondered 
how to engage with your local elected officials? This session will offer guidance on how students can engage 
with local governments on clean energy and climate action projects. Learn about the resources that are 
available through the NYS Climate Smart Communities program and NYSERDA’s Clean Energy Communities 
program. From community festivals to internships, from research projects to joint task forces, come 
brainstorm with us about how you can partner with your town to reduce emissions and adapt to a changing 
climate. Audience – All  
 
Workshop 5:  Getting Started on an Energy Efficiency Action Plan 
Room: Find Out Forest 
Susan E. Powers – Director, Institute for a Stable Environment at Clarkson University 
Jan E. DeWaters – Assoc. Professor,  Coulter School of Engineering at Clarkson University 
Do you think that your school or campus wastes energy? This hands-on workshop will provide all 
participants with a technical understanding of energy efficiency, why it is important and how to explore the 
energy inefficiencies in your school building or on campus.  Activities will include the use of watt meters and 
worksheets to list electric energy consuming inventory items to learn how to make an inventory of school 
electricity use and identify the easiest and most effective areas for change.  Audience – All 

12:00 – 12:50 pm Lunch – Great Hall 
12:00 – 12:50 pm Summit Incubator Lunch – Find out Forest 

Are you interested in starting a Youth Climate Summit in your area? Grab your lunch and join us in the Find 
out Forest to talk about the nuts and bolts of getting one started.  

 
1:00 – 1:45 pm Plenary Session 2:  Finding Your Voice 

Room: Flammer Theater 
Lauren Gibson – Sea Grant Knauss Fellow, Office of Education at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration & Founder of Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program 
In middle school, Lauren wanted to blend in with the crowd at all costs. But when she learned about the 
impacts climate change was having on the people and animals she loved, she realized she needed to stand 
out to stand up for her cause. Join Lauren as she walks through her path from shy middle schooler to 
nonprofit founder and environmental leader. Along the way, we hope you’ll gather up some inspiration and 
insight into the power of environmental action—both on communities and on individuals—and walk away 
thinking a little deeper about your own role as a climate leader.   Audience – All 
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1:50 – 3:15 pm Concurrent Workshops Session 2 
Participants will choose ONE of the breakout sessions outlined below. 

 
Workshop 1:  The Third Mode:  Moving Communities Forward 
Room: Flammer Theater 
Jeff Olson – Architect, Planner, Alta Planning + Design 
Climate change requires action.  You are probably thinking, "what can I do?"  This session will talk about 
how we can change the way people move in our communities so we can use human power to improve the 
environment.  Now is the time to lead by example and learn how we can help create sustainable 
transportation happen at the local, regional and global levels.  Audience – All 
 
Workshop 2:  Hip Hop Will Save the Planet 
Room: Planet Adirondack 
Larry Montague – Paul Smith’s College Alumni, Fluent 
Hip Hop culture was born out of a time of turmoil by young people who decided to turn their bleak 
circumstance into something positive and beautiful. Sound familiar, Climate Change Generation? In this 
workshop, you will learn a brief history of Hip Hop and its connection with the greater environmental 
movement. You will then spend the majority of the session crafting your own poetic pieces that blend rap 
and science, with time to share with partners and the whole group.  Audience – All 
 
Workshop 3: Getting Things Done! Project Planning and Development Workshop   
Room: Naturalist Cabinet 
Kate Glenn –  Faculty and Sustainability Coordinator, Paul Smith’s College   
Jessi McCarty – Student, Paul Smith’s College 
Ryan Novak – Student, Paul Smith’s College 
Got an Idea? Want to turn it into a reality? With proper planning you effect change in your own community. 
Using a framework developed for the Detroit Youth Climate Summit, participants will examine four areas 
most commonly associated Greenhouse Gas reduction and Climate Action Planning (Food, Materials, 
Energy, and Transportation). We will help you identify priority areas and brainstorm innovative solutions 
that are SMART (Specific , Measurable, Achievable, Results-focused, and Time-Bound). Once participants 
have identified one short term (one week) and one long term (2-3 months) goal they will then develop a 
detailed action plan and timeline for their project goals. Students will also participate in an interactive 
community mapping activity that will help develop an understanding of stakeholder engagement and 
resource availability (Including funding!), as well as motivational strategies to help keep your project moving 
forward. The workshop will also feature several successful student led sustainability projects at Paul Smith’s 
College to serve as case studies for lessons learned.  Audience – All 
 

Workshop 4:  Telling Our Climate Story 
Room: Wild Supply Co. 
Caroline Dodd – The Wild Center’s Youth Advisory Board, Cornell University 
Each of us is working towards positive environmental action for a variety of reasons. Perhaps you are 
worried about extreme weather events, or concerned about sea level rise, or maybe you fear the impacts of 
pollution. Maybe, you're motivated to act, but overwhelmed by the number of pressing issues facing our 
vast world. Your motivation to act on climate is what defines you as a climate leader, so it is important to 
identify the core of your inspiration to act. This workshop will help you tell your own climate story, and 
provide the opportunity to hear other students’ stories. Together, we can recognize that it is in 
communicating our differences that we find common ground and the shared motivation to act on climate 
and the environment.  Audience – All 
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Workshop 5: The Edible Landscape 
Room: Find Out Forest  
Wynde Kate Reese – Holistic Nutritionist and Owner of Green Goddess Foods 
In this session you will learn about 10 plants that can be used to create or expand your school garden. These 
plants not only provide food and medicine, they look attractive and have multiple functions within the 
landscape. After learning about the plants and their attributes, along with ideas on how to incorporate them 
into your school property, you will have a hands-on lesson in using some of them to make three simple 
recipes. Participants will engage in the preparation and tasting of these foods to learn how easy it is to 
harvest and utilize food grown at your school.  Audience – All 

 

3:15 – 3:30 pm Break – Great Hall 

 

3:30 – 5:00 pm Concurrent Workshops Session 3 
Participants will choose one of the breakout sessions outlined below.  

 

Workshop 1:  Our Time to Rise:  Building Leadership in Your Community 
Room: Flammer Theater 
Nicole Catania – Sunrise NYC Hub Coordinator, Sunrise Movement 
Young people across the country are rising up. It's our time. Join Sunrise Movement in learning how to build 
your leadership as a young person in your communities. By coming together, we can build people power, 
political power, and change the world.  Audience – All 

 

Workshop 2:  Building Climate Resilience 
Room: Planet Adirondack 
Erin Griffin – Climate & Communities Coordinator, The Wild Center 
In this interactive session, students will learn about climate resilience: how communities can withstand and 
even thrive despite severe impacts from climate change. Students will learn what impacts their community 
may be facing and what sections of their community may be most vulnerable to those impacts. Students will 
use this information to brainstorm ideas for how to best prepare their schools and communities for climate 
impacts. Audience – All 

 

Workshop 3:  Creating Change at the Intersection of Racial & Environmental Justice 
Room: Naturalist Cabinet 
Amani Olugbala –Assistant Director of Programs, Soul Fire Farm 
This interactive and lyrical lecture weaves lessons from plantcestors, activists and youth leaders throughout 
history to explore the links between climate change and racism in the food system and places ourselves as 
change agents with unique contributions to the movement for food sovereignty.Join Amani O+ Farm, Soul 
Fire Farm educator, raptivist and spoken word artist for a creativity-infused workshop using storytelling, 
group discussion and improv skits to introduce young people to the history of food injustice and land 
degradation in the U.S. Young folks will also learn about a few of the countless innovations and acts of 
heroism from folks of color on land before designing personal or school action plans towards environmental 
justice and elimination of racism in the food system for all.  Audience – All 
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Workshop 4: Writing Op-Eds for Change 
Room: Wild Supply Co.  
Lauren Gibson – Sea Grant Knauss Fellow, Office of Education at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration & Founder of Carmel Green Teen Micro-Grant Program 
Learn how to use op-eds to amplify your voice and your impact! Op-eds (opinion-based articles typically 
published in newspapers) have been scientifically shown to sway readers’ opinions, and they can serve as a 
tool to build community support for your climate action plan. In this workshop, we will go through the 
writing structure you can use to make your op-ed punchy and publishable. We'll then dive into the writing 
process, working collaboratively to draft op-eds about issues important to you. Finally, we'll create a plan on 
how to publish your op-ed for maximum impact.  Audience – All 

 

Workshop 5:  Make a Bigger Impact – Handling Challenges of Civic Engagement 
Room: Find Out Forest 
Larry Kraft & Maddie Adkins – iMatter Core Team, iMatter 
We know that climate change is already here, now - and that it’s only going to get worse. We also know that 
getting off fossil fuels is not only necessary, but will lead to a better world - one with jobs and justice for 
everyone.  That’s why young people at iMatter are stepping up and taking matters into our own hands. We 
know that we, the people, have the power to make our elected officials take bold, creative, and 
unprecedented action on climate change.  You’ll leave this workshop knowing how to make concrete 
legislative change in your city, armed with stories of students that have done it. You’ll also practice handling 
challenging questions and prepare to speak directly to your city council, or any government body, school 
board, or other forum on climate change.  Audience – All 

 

5:00 – 6:00 pm Plenary Session 3:  Natural Allies:  Turning to Nature for Solutions to Climate Change 
Room: Flammer Theater 

Gretchen Hooker – Program Manager, Biomimicry Institute & Biomimicry Youth Challenge 
Dorna Schroeter – Program Coordinator, PNW BOCES Center for Environmental Education 
Leah Valerio – Museum Curator, The Wild Center 
A sustainable world already exists--it’s right outside! Healthy ecosystems are superb models for building a 
sustainable world and the growing field of biomimicry (nature-inspired design) may hold the key to solving 
some of our trickiest climate change challenges. This presentation will highlight examples from the cutting 
edge of biomimicry and demonstrate how learning from nature’s time-tested forms, processes, and systems 
can help us arrive at innovative new solutions. The presentation will also feature a visit from one of the Wild 
Center’s animal ambassadors, giving participants a special guided opportunity to observe nature close-up 
and experience what it’s like to look at nature through a biomimetic lens.  Audience – All 

 

6:00 – 6:45 pm Dinner at The Wild Center – Big Wolf Great Hall 

 

6:45  pm DEPARTURE 
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Day Two November 8th  

Implementation 
8:00 – 8:45 am Breakfast at The Wild Center 

8:45 – 8:50 am Welcome Back – Flammer Theater 
Audience – All teams expected to participate 

 
8:50 – 9:20 am Plenary Session 4: Climate Leader Panel & Bright Spots – Flammer Theater 

Afsana Akter, Hakim Evans, Aryaana Kahn– Fellows,  Alliance for Climate Education  
Climate Leader Panel: 
This panel will highlight young climate leaders from the Alliance for Climate Education and The Wild Center's 
Youth Climate Program. Each seasoned leader will share favorite experiences, wisdom, and advice with the 
upcoming generation of youth climate leaders.  

9:20 – 9:50 am         Bright Spots: Bright spots is a lightning round of talks and films highlighting unique projects and initiatives 
climate leaders have  implemented in their schools and communities to build a more sustainable and 
climate resilient future. 

 

9:50 – 11:20 am How to CAP (Climate Action Plan)– Flammer Theater 
Concurrent Workshop Session 4: Climate Action Planning  
Room: Begins in the Flammer Theater 
The summit participants from each school or institution will reconvene as a team and begin drafting a 
Climate Action Plan for their school or institution.  Audience – All teams expected to participate 

 

11:30 – 12:30 am     Poster Session & Professional Expo 
Room: Find Out Forest 
Schools and organizations will share their progress, ideas, stories, research, and projects related to their 
Climate Action Planning or other green/sustainability projects happening in their schools/communities with 
the rest of the Summit participants. This is a great opportunity to highlight the way your school/organization 
is working on sustainability and climate resilience and for others to learn about new ideas and resources. 
Audience – All teams expected to participate 

 
12:00 – 1:30 pm Teacher Lunch & Workshop – Think Outside:  Biomimicry as a Framework for Climate Literacy and STEM 

Education – Naturalist Cabinet 
Building on the biomimicry presentation on the previous day, this workshop will help educators prepare to 
bring this fascinating subject into the classroom to foster environmental literacy and increase student 
engagement. You’ll get a taste of the biomimicry design process yourself as we explore a free design 
curriculum and learn about a nation-wide biomimicry challenge that empowers youth to tackle climate 
change in their communities and beyond. 

 
12:30 – 1:30 pm Student Lunch & Round Table Talks – Great Hall 

Climate leaders will facilitate informal discussions on a variety of topics relating to projects & initiatives 
they’ve led in their schools and communities. Students can join the table that matches the sticker color on 
their name tag.  
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1:30 – 2:00 pm Concurrent Workshop Session 5: Re-CAP  
Room: Various locations around the museum. 
Summit participants from each school or institution will reconvene as a team and revise their Climate Action 
Plan with information they gleaned from the poster/resource expo. Facilitators will be circulating 

throughout the breakout session to answer any questions. All teams will prepare a short 1-2 sentence report of what 
they hope to accomplish through their Climate Action Plan for the Talk Out at the day's conclusion.  
Audience – All teams expected to participate 

 

2:05 – 2:20 pm Climate Action Plans-Talk Out 
Room: Flammer Theater 
We will hear from each participating school regarding their Climate Action Plan for the 2018-2019 School 
Year.  
Audience – All teams expected to participate 

 

2:20– 2:40 pm GRAND FINALE – The Summit Planning Team & All Audience 
Room: Flammer Theater 

 
2:45 pm DEPARTURE 
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